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East Kootenay Community Economic Development update  
18 November 2022 
 
Good afternoon all, 
 
With the end of 2022 fast approaching, there is plenty of CED announcements and projects taking place.  
 
Earlier this week the PacifiCan office in Cranbrook officially opened. This is a great opportunity for us to 
look at larger regional projects that can be supported by the Federal government and I look forward to 
working with Corey and all of you across the region to support these to come to life. 
 
The provincial government also released details of two large economic development funding 
opportunities this week as well. The Rural Economic Diversification and Infrastructure Program (REDIP) 
and the Destination Development Fund are mentioned in more detail later in this update but both are 
great sources of funding for larger projects across our communities. REDIP is a program that will have 
intakes over three fiscal years (from the current intake for 2022/23 to 2024/25) so if timing doesn’t work 
for this intake (which closes on 4 January 2023), then let’s begin to think about what opportunities this 
funding could have in store for our communities in the coming years. I am happy to be a sounding board 
and help communities think and develop these projects, so please get in touch. And of course I’m always 
here for letters of support if you feel those are needed as well.  
 

OTHER CED NEWS, RESOURCES AND EVENTS 
 The Living Wage calculations were released yesterday across BC, including in four East Kootenay 

communities. A living wage is the hourly amount two parents working full-time needs to cover 
basic expenses (including food, rent, clothing, childcare and transportation) in order to support 
a family of four.  This year the living wage has increased across BC in all of the communities 
where it has been calculated in the past and is driven by two essentials: food and shelter. Living 
wage is one piece of information within a larger economic puzzle that we are all dealing with in 
terms of CED and I would love to work with communities on CED projects that might support 
this increased cost for members of our communities. 

 

mailto:ced@cfek.ca
https://www.canada.ca/en/pacific-economic-development/news/2022/11/minister-sajjan-announces-new-pacifican-service-in-the-southern-interior-of-bc.html
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/employment-business/economic-development/support-organizations-community-partners/rural-economic-development/redip
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/tourism-immigration/tourism-resources/tourism-funding-programs/destination-development-fund
https://www.livingwageforfamilies.ca/living_wage_rates_2022
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 BC Stats conducted a study of the Kootenay Economic Region to examine the impacts of new 
high-speed internet services. The Kootenay Connectivity Benefits Study finds high-speed 
internet connectivity expansions in rural, remote and Indigenous communities positively 
impacts both local and provincial economies in the short and long term. 

 

 Imagine Kootenay are putting on a Foreign Direct Investment Workshop on 7 December 2022. 
Join this interactive virtual workshop to learn about foreign direct investment and telling the 
Kootenay Region's story to an international audience of investors looking for business 
opportunities. Register for the free event here. 

 

 The Community Energy Association have an online meeting on 24 November 2022 for new and 
returning mayors, councilors, and electoral area directors looking to integrate climate action in 
their communities over the next term. Find out more and register here.  

 

 Thanks to Sarah Breen for pointing me in the direction of the great work Shorefast have done on 
Supporting Community Economies. Check out the report on their latest project here which looks 
to answer the question, “How do we strengthen community economies?” 

 

 Do you have Terms of Reference document that you use when working with partner 
organizations? Golden Community Economic Development are looking to develop a TOR to help 
clarify roles and responsibilities and sharing of information when working in partnership with 
other community organizations. If you have an example of this, then please share it with 
Caroline (caroline@goldenced.ca). 

 
 

HOUSING 
 Congrats to Jill Dewtie and the team at Golden CED on the downtown resident-restricted 

housing project concept they are working on with the Town of Golden. Details are in the image 
below or find more details here. 

 

mailto:ced@cfek.ca
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/services-policies-for-government/initiatives-plans-strategies/internet-in-bc/pdfs/kootenay_connectivity_report_final1.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/imagine-kootenay-foreign-direct-investment-workshop-tickets-463704712277
https://www.communityenergy.ca/event/locally-elected-officals-webinar/
https://shorefast.org/communityeconomies/
mailto:caroline@goldenced.ca
https://goldenced.ca/about-us/housing/
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 The Rapid Housing Initiative Funding from CMHC is currently open for applications. This funding 
is for capital contributions for the rapid construction of new housing and/or acquisition of 
existing buildings for rehabilitation or conversion to permanent affordable housing. If you’re 
interested in learning more, there is a webinar on 23 November 2022 from 12-1pm MT. Get 
details here.  

 

 If you or someone in your community is working on a workforce housing project, please get in 
touch, as there is a regular group who meets to discuss their work, and it is a great way to share 
ideas, learning and information. 

 
 

DATA 
 School enrollment data from School Districts 5 & 6 have been received for the 2022-23 school 

year. You can access the data here. It’s a good way to show changing needs within your 
communities. Remember there is a database of East Kootenay-related data sources, that you 
can find here.  

 

 As part of the Shorefast project I mentioned above, there are two resources that focus on data 
that are useful for all us data-geeks out there! 

o A set of recommendations and leading practices in visual analytics that can guide 
communities in the development of a Data Hub /  Community Economy Indicator 
Dashboard. Check it out here.  

o Unique and novel methodologies for measuring and using economic data, and strategic 
considerations to support data-informed economic development efforts. Check it out 
here.  

 

CHILDCARE 
Michelle Kirby from the Ministry of Education and Childcare fund had some great conversations with 
municipalities around the region last month about the New Spaces Fund. If you are looking at applying 
for this funding in your community then please get in touch so I can link you with other projects taking 
place that are supporting childcare in our region. Or head along to the next East Kootenay ECE 
roundtable meeting on Monday 5 December 10:30am MT. Contact Robyn (ced@cfek.ca) for more 
details. 
 

BUSINESSES 
 The BC Chamber have released the results from their 2022 Collective Perspective Survey. In it, 

78% of businesses feel confident or very confident about their future success, a 16% reduction 
from 2021. The most important factors that were identified to help BC businesses succeed are 
the ability to recruit and retain talent (68%), the ability to innovate (33%) and access to capital 
(30%). 

 

 WeBC have released three, free guides to support businesses. The topics are Taking the Leap to 
Entrepreneurship, Starting Your Business and Growing Your Business. 

 
 

mailto:ced@cfek.ca
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/professionals/project-funding-and-mortgage-financing/funding-programs/all-funding-programs/rapid-housing
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/professionals/project-funding-and-mortgage-financing/funding-programs/all-funding-programs/rapid-housing
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/professionals/project-funding-and-mortgage-financing/funding-programs/all-funding-programs/rapid-housing
https://cfekca-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/ced_cfek_ca/EemH0IqxRdBMpFgmj_aQT_0BrXP1z1RPRV-69gNfsIyVpA?e=hrgUXE
https://cfekca-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/ced_cfek_ca/EfhggWRMOPVIrj8jWZFZx48B9v5MmPTSqquZppMRgxY9tQ?e=AH4Zi3
https://cfekca-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/ced_cfek_ca/EfhggWRMOPVIrj8jWZFZx48B9v5MmPTSqquZppMRgxY9tQ?e=AH4Zi3
https://shorefast.org/communityeconomies/
https://shorefast.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Data-Visualization-and-Best-Practices-Report.pdf
https://shorefast.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Recommendations-for-Measuring-a-Community-Economy.pdf
https://shorefast.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Recommendations-for-Measuring-a-Community-Economy.pdf
mailto:ced@cfek.ca
https://na2.alida.com/insights/shared?ed43a741b77243c696caf5dacd7f64c7&lang=en-CA
https://we-bc.ca/resource_tags/webc-resource-guides/
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EAST KOOTENAY NEWS 
 It was fabulous to see the Ktunaxa Homelands campaign recognized at the EDAC awards. See 

the news article here.  

 Congratulations to all the winners in the Business Awards held around the region recently: 
o Elkford  
o Sparwood   
o Fernie  
o Columbia Valley   

 Feedback from the first two phases of the Cranbrook OCP can be found on their website, with 
economic growth and economic development featuring in both feedback reports.  

 The finale of the KAST Kootenay Investment Challenge is taking place on 24 November 2022. 
Find out more here.  

 The Cranbrook Chamber of Commerce have released a report on the business walks they ran at 
the end of September. Check out what businesses in Cranbrook are saying here.   

 Congratulations to the East Kootenay tourism events such as the Wasa Triathlon, Cranbrook 
Sam Steele Days and Kimberley JulyFest which received funding through the BC Government 
Tourism Events Program.  

 It was great to see so many familiar faces at the Ktunaxa Business Showcase in Cranbrook and 
the KORE conference in Kimberley. Congratulations on two great events over the past few 
weeks.  

 

FUNDING 
 
Rural Economic Diversification and Infrastructure Program (REDIP)  
This large funding opportunity from the BC Government has three funding streams: Economic Capacity 
(for communities with less than 2,500 population), Economic Diversification (for communities with less 
than 25,000 population), and Forest Impact Transition. Eligible lead applicants include Local 
Governments, Regional Districts, Indigenous communities and organizations, Indigenous Development 
Corporations and Not-for-profits.  Full details of the funding steams can be found in the Program Guide, 
but overview of funding amounts is below:  

o Economic Capacity (REDIP-EC) - $100,000 over two years (Up to $50,000/year for two 
years) at 100% funding 

o Economic Diversification (REDIP-ED)  
 Development Grant –$100,000 at 80% funding 
 Implementation Grant –$1 million at 80% funding 

o Forest Impact Transition (REDIP-FIT) - $500,000 at 100% funding 
Applications must be submitted through the online application system by 4 January 2023.  
  
A “Just in Time” Webinar will talk about REDIP on 25 November 2022. The aim of this webinar is to 
inform economic development professionals and service providers about the new funding stream. Login 
details are below: 
Date: Friday November 25, 2022 
Time: 9:00-9:45am PT/10:00-10:45am MT 
  

mailto:ced@cfek.ca
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJhV4gRMIupBjTz5xhMaas_s9wbka0-4Y
https://www.e-know.ca/regions/east-kootenay/ktunaxa-homelands-campaign-earns-national-award/
https://www.e-know.ca/regions/east-kootenay/ktunaxa-homelands-campaign-earns-national-award/
http://www.elkfordchamber.ca/business-awards.html
https://www.thefreepress.ca/news/nine-winners-announced-at-2022-sparwood-business-awards/
https://ferniechamber.com/business-awards/
https://www.cvchamber.ca/bea2022/
https://www.cranbrook2042.ca/pages/get-involved
https://kast.com/programs/kootenay-investment-challenge/
https://www.cranbrookchamber.com/cranbrook-business-walk-report/
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2022TACS0049-001676
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2022TACS0049-001676
https://www.cranbrooktownsman.com/business/ktunaxa-business-showcase-features-entrepreneurs-businesses-artisans/
https://www.kimberleybulletin.com/news/watch-kore-outdoor-rec-tech-summit-held-at-kimberley-conference-centre/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/employment-business/economic-development/support-organizations-community-partners/rural-economic-development/redip
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/employment-business-and-economic-development/economic-development/find-support-organizations/rural-economic-development/photos/redip_program_guide_final.pdf


 

Robyn Peel, Community Economic Development Coordinator 
Email: ced@cfek.ca  Page 5 

 
 

Microsoft Teams meeting  

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device  

Click here to join the meeting  

Meeting ID: 255 907 587 705  

Passcode: rCuZRk  

Download Teams | Join on the web 

 

Or call in (audio only)  

+1 604-343-0564,,226311536#   Canada, Vancouver  

Phone Conference ID: 226 311 536#  
 
 
Destination Development Fund 
This provincial funding provides $30 million in one-time grants to support the development and 
rejuvenation of tourism infrastructure, assets and experiences. Local governments, Indigenous 
governments and development organizations and Not-for-profit organizations are eligible to apply and 
the fund will award grants across two streams: 

o Stream 1 funds up to $1,000,000 per project. Your project needs to build or rejuvenate: 
Tourism infrastructure, Visitor amenities, Tourist attractions  

o Stream 2 funds up to $500,000 per project. You project needs to improve destination 
competitiveness through: Modernizing tourism experiences, Building capacity and skills, 
Adopting and adapting technology. Enhancing sustainability practices 

 
It is a two-stage application process, with an expression of interest needing to be put in before 7 
December 2022. More details can be found here.  
 
Other funding options that are still open:   

 Investment Readiness Program. Applications close 22 November 2022. 

 UBCM Indigenous Cultural Safety and Cultural Humility Training. Applications close 25 
November 2022.  

 Community Gaming Grants. Grants for Human and Social Services currently open. Closes 30 
November 2022. 

 Connecting Communities BC. Applications for round one close 15 December 2022, but round 
two opens 16 December 2022! 

 UBCM Emergency Support Services. Applications close 27 January 2023. 

 UBCM Emergency Operations Centres & Training. Applications close 31 March 2023. 

 CFEK CED Fund. Continuous intake program, until all funds have been allocated 
 
 

 

mailto:ced@cfek.ca
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_MmViMmM2MzYtMjA0NS00ZTQzLWJhYjctMjNhMjFmNjdkMzRl%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25228599f25e-26b2-4ccd-8319-6e753870423c%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522e2ceef99-9c5e-4efb-86a1-ea8bd751d054%2522%257d&data=05%7C01%7CWendy.Koh%40gov.bc.ca%7C331490c0b89b4496f4d708dac75cd9c2%7C6fdb52003d0d4a8ab036d3685e359adc%7C0%7C0%7C638041498845147023%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uJguOt6ZQEiORQe4Xk75MWNQdqcBzHvYYwNSt1p1VYo%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.microsoft.com%2Fen-us%2Fmicrosoft-teams%2Fdownload-app&data=05%7C01%7CWendy.Koh%40gov.bc.ca%7C331490c0b89b4496f4d708dac75cd9c2%7C6fdb52003d0d4a8ab036d3685e359adc%7C0%7C0%7C638041498845147023%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=z19leelxWzWCcwOYs3utEtYLxMQ9qxd5dor9N84uyrs%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.microsoft.com%2Fmicrosoft-teams%2Fjoin-a-meeting&data=05%7C01%7CWendy.Koh%40gov.bc.ca%7C331490c0b89b4496f4d708dac75cd9c2%7C6fdb52003d0d4a8ab036d3685e359adc%7C0%7C0%7C638041498845147023%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GEPgqmcnsrbbgliBP3k9YLzO08gMUdSkhhFGrVydsTA%3D&reserved=0
tel:+16043430564,,226311536# 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/tourism-immigration/tourism-resources/tourism-funding-programs/destination-development-fund
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/tourism-immigration/tourism-resources/tourism-funding-programs/destination-development-fund
https://communityfoundations.ca/initiatives/the-investment-readiness-program/
https://www.ubcm.ca/cepf/indigenous-cultural-safety-and-cultural-humility-training
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/sports-culture/gambling-fundraising/gaming-grants/community-gaming-grants
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/connectivity-in-bc/20601/20601-63737
https://www.ubcm.ca/cepf/emergency-support-services
https://www.ubcm.ca/cepf/emergency-operations-centres-training
https://www.cfek.ca/economic-development/

